October 2022
Kia ora koutou
Most of the Interest Groups are meeting as in pre-Covid times. Singing is hoping to be
coming together as a group again soon.
Book Share had its first meeting and as you will see, discussed a range of titles. There is
room for more members so come along if you want something new or different to do on
a Friday afternoon.
Home Gardens has capacity for more members. If you would like to share your garden or
visit another member’s garden here is the opportunity. Every garden has a story to tell
when you are shown it by an enthusiastic gardener.
The suggestion of a new Te Reo group had some interest and finding a Facilitator is a
continuing challenge – suggestions welcome.
This is my last Newsletter as Convenor as I am going to explore some further interests
now that I live in town. My thanks to the Facilitators, for without their work and interest,
these groups would not flourish. A special thank you to those who make their homes
available for members to meet.
Haere rā
Trish Irvine

Art Collections Group
Facilitator: Anne-Marie Hutton
Monthly: First Tuesday 10:30
E: annemariehutton@gmail.com
Book Share Group
Facilitator: Trish Irvine
First Friday, 1:30
E: trishjockloch@gmail.com
Dining Group
Facilitator: Karen Wards
Third Friday, 7 pm
E:karendwards@gmail.com
Expanding Musical Horizons
full
Facilitator: Paul Wheeler
Second Monday, 10 am
E: wheeler@outlook.co.nz
Film Group full
Facilitator: Bill Stanford
Third Wednesday, 1:30
E: w.stanford@protonmail.com

Gallery Group full
Facilitator: Tash Hurst
Second Wednesday, 10:30
E: tash.hurst@xtra.co.nz

Gardens & Botanical Group
Facilitator: Robyne Selbie
Second Wednesday, 1:30
E robyneselbie1945@gmail.com

Home Gardens Group
Facilitator: Carole Bezett
Day/time to be decided
E: carolebezett@gmail.com

Luncheon Group
Facilitator: Trish Irvine
Second Friday, 12:30
E: trishjockloch@gmail.com

Mahjong Group
Facilitator: Jean Tilleyshort
2nd & 4th Thursdays, 10 am
E: s_jtilleyshort@xtra.co.nz

Monday Current Affairs Group
full
Facilitator: Joy Hayward
Third Monday, 1.30
E: joyhayward@hotmail.co.nz
Photography Group
Facilitator: Ann Wood
First Thursday, 1:30;
Third Thursday, TBA
E: ann.wood14blaw@gmail.com
Poetry Group
full
Facilitator: Carole Bezett
Fourth Wednesday, 11 am
E: carolebezett@gmail.com
Singing Group in recess
Facilitator: Claire Stevens
Weekly: Monday, 1 pm
E: cstevensnz@gmail.com
Tuesday Current Issues
Group full
Facilitator: Gretchen Kivell
Third Tuesday, 10 am
E: gretchen.kivell@xtra.co.nz
Walking Group full
Every Thursday, 10:30
Joint Facilitators:
Averil McLean
E: averilmclean2@gmail.com
Janet Hewson
E: je.hewson@xtra.co.nz
Wanderers Group
Facilitator: Ailsa Williams
Weekly: Every Friday 10 am
E: ailsasx@gmail.com

Home Gardens Group Formation

Underway Now

Watch this Space

Due to demand, another garden group is being formed. With the huge response to our first garden
group, it has been suggested a smaller group be
formed which will be based on visits to local
gardens, and even looking at ‘ordinary’ gardens
belonging to U3A members or friends of the
members. So far there are six prospective
members and anyone wishing to join should
indicate:
a) the days of the month which best suits - please
give choices
b) morning or afternoon visits
c) whether they have a garden they would be
happy to share or know of someone who would be
willing to share their garden.

This information will be collated to suit the needs of
most. Obviously, the numbers will be limited, so please
contact Carole Bezett, the facilitator, ASAP so we may
get this group up and running as soon as possible.
carolebezett@gmail.com
Or text her at 021 348 128

These pictures were taken in Carole and
John’s garden on the Peninsula.

Walking Group

October

Averil Mclean writes “I have a mystery photo of our walking group to include. Can your readers
guess what the group is up to?” They did get some interesting comments, and looks, from several
passers-by.

I know it looks a lot
like ‘Ring a ring a
rosie’, but they
really are not limber
enough for the
falling down, or the
popping back up.

The answer is:
They were Morris Dancing – Lloyd Smith was teaching them how to perform the moves.

***********************************************************************************************

Tuesday Current Issues Group

October

We’ve taken on three new members in the last few months since lockdown requirements eased.
So, we are FULL once again.

Our major topic this month was the current
Palestinian-Israeli situation, informed both by
reading news and backgrounders, but also by the many contacts members have with Palestinians
here in Dunedin and some Jewish friends. The on-going extraordinary difficulty of life for
Palestinians seems insoluble. How could the situation resolve? There are many instances of
Israelis and Palestinians working together creatively at a grass-roots level. It seems this might
produce the seeds of an eventual rapprochement.

After discussing the recent elections, and the time taken to vote via STV satisfactorily (including
one misprinted voting paper), we moved to the fast-moving political situation in the UK, and how
any outcome would have significant implications for New Zealand. Discussion then moved to
Dunedin house prices, the new-look George St, Creative NZ’s decision re: Shakespeare in
schools, and ending with the hope – it can’t be more than that, yet – that the new City Council will
resolve the need for satisfactory live music and theatre venues for our city.

Gretchen

Expanding Musical Horizons

October

Another musical challenge from one of our group members.
In the August Interest Groups Newsletter, we published a challenge from a series compiled by one of our
members, Ian Winter. Ian sends one of these to our group members every week, and the intention is to
encourage people to listen to something that might be new to them, and not necessarily in their comfort
zone. Usually, the challenge is to find a link between three or more clips. Ian suggests you don’t need to
listen to much of the clip if the style is not to your taste but encourages you to do a little bit of research.
The link might be in the lyrics, the composer, the performer, the context, or some other (occasionally)
quirky connection.

Here is one that Ian sent out recently. All
three clips feature Eddi Reader, a wellestablished Scottish singer-songwriter
who has performed around the world and
has been recognised for her work in music
and education by an MBE and honorary
doctorate. What is the special link
between these songs?
Clip 1
https://youtu.be/AtV5a42dlUI
Clip 2
https://youtu.be/2ai1XFfUp3E
Clip 3
https://youtu.be/rTAyVD7h_oY

If you enjoy these challenges, Ian would appreciate your positive feedback. He can contribute more to the
Interest Groups newsletter in the months to come if it appears that some of our readers enjoy solving
them. Contact him at

Paul Wheeler

ianwinter@xtra.co.nz

Book Share Group

October

The first meeting of Book Share began with members sharing their first reading experiences and
remembering when they could first read. Enid Blyton featured for everyone, and we all had a different
perspective on her as a woman and as a writer. The film Enid (2010) starring Helena Bonham-Carter, which
you can find on You Tube, makes fascinating viewing if you want to explore her life further.
Books we looked at – “Food not Lawns: How to turn your yard into a garden and your neighbourhood
into a community” by Heather Jo Flores, a 2006 classic. This book was suggested by the Sustainability
course reading list. It is an immensely practical book for those who wish to be organic gardeners and
explore permaculture. It has contributors in specialist areas and ends with lots of practical ideas for
community gardens.
“Hear Yourself. How to find peace in a noisy world” by Prem Rawat
This is a self-help book that shows us how to quiet the noise of our busy lives to hear our own unique
voice. Once we learn to truly hear ourselves and the voice of peace within, we can face all the noise in the
world. A thoughtful and insightful book which has been on The New York Times best seller list.
“The Life and Art of Lynley Dodd” by Finlay Macdonald
This is not just a story of a storyteller; it is a
book that explores Lynley Dodd’s working
world. It tells the tale of how a small girl raised
in Kaingaroa Forest became the illustrator and
virtuoso wordsmith behind so many picture
books. In her words “people don’t believe me
when I tell them Hairy Maclary fell out of a
book – literally – but he did. It was just a scrap
of paper I’d tucked between the pages of my
ideas book as you do”. Beautifully illustrated
and written.
“Poetry Notebook 2006 – 2014” by Clive James.
This is Clive James’ last book, besides being a fine critic, he is also a prize-winning poet. In this book James
explains what makes a great poem and offers close and careful reading of individual poems and poets from
Shakespeare to Larkin, Keats to Pound. A captivating read.
“Return to Harikoa Bay” A short story collection by Owen Marshall
This latest collection has 35 short stories and most of them are new. Marshall is the master of this genre,
and a lot of the stories are set in familiar settings in New Zealand and written with a wry eye to our
everyday lives. As an example, one story titled “Giving the Finger” you think you know where it is going
only to discover on reading it takes an entirely different path.
The Book Share group still has room for a couple more participants. We noted none of us brought along a
novel to share — so if you are reading a good novel come along and share with us.

Trish Irvine

Monday Current Affairs

October

Unusually, we had not a predetermined topic
for today's meeting. We were brimming with
ideas, so covered a whole gambit of topics,
including mental health, local body elections,
streaming in Education, increasing Te Reo in
our news and place names, to name a few.

We considered the difficulties governments have
in pleasing everyone. Some people feel we are
having Māori language thrust upon us, some feel
it's happening too slowly, some feel the climate
change adaptations will decimate the agricultural
sector, whilst some are sticking their hands to the
pavement or works of art, to draw attention to the
glacial rate of change.

For this reason, our next month's topic will be, Too Much, Too Little.

Joy Hayward

Gallery Group

October
A wonderful day for our out of town visit to
Alexandra and Clyde, carefully organised
mainly by Morag, but with help from Kay
and Sue.
It was an early start, as our first visit was to
the studio of Marion Vialade in the industrial
area of Alexandra at 11.00am. Marion and
her husband came to NZ from Southern
France about twenty years ago. They
bought a winery in Alex, and Marion’s studio
is part of this complex.

Marion with a woodcut of a rural property.
A printmaking course enthused Marion to pursue
this way of expressing her artistic talent using wood
and lino cuts. Marion inherited a precious set of
cutting tools from her grandfather which enabled
her to create fine detail in her prints.
The tools Marion inherited from her Spanish grandfather.
Marion then became enthusiastic about painting with acrylics and was very happy with her work at
this time. However, she came to realise she was allergic to the paint and had to stop her work.
The good thing that came out of this was that it led her to try and find alternative paints and this
meant she had to experiment, not only with making
her own paints, but also to search for natural paints
that she could source from the internet. Marion is
now painting happily with natural paints.
Marion makes books of her adventures. She paints
and take notes of her observations and is hoping
that one day these will be made into a great book.
An example of a painting from the notebooks.

A larger painting Marion is working on at the
moment.
Marion seems full of energy and “joie de vivre” and
entertained us so well with her love of painting and
the stories of her life. Many thanks to Marion.
We continued on to Earnscleugh to The Packing
Shed Gallery and Cafe where we enjoyed a
superb summery lunch sitting out in their attractive
garden. The food was beautifully presented with
good service and a varied menu.

L: Eating "al fresco" at the Packing Shed.
A short distance along the road and we were
in Clyde where we visited the well-known
artist, Nigel Wilson. His studio took your
breath away with paintings lining the walls
and everywhere else they would fit.
The landscapes were stunning, but there were also some more abstract paintings that appealed to
others in the group. Nigel paints with palette knives of all sizes, as well as brushes for the more
detailed paintings. He has just completed two
commissioned pieces, plus six large paintings
for an upcoming exhibition.
L: Peter Hurst amid the landscape paintings.

Nigel spoke to us personally and answered
everyone’s questions. We were most impressed by
his modesty and willingness to pass on knowledge,
as well as encouraging others in their painting
endeavours.
Nigel Wilson talking to us about painting techniques
It was a wonderful way to spend the day and the
making of many happy and sociable memories that
I think we will treasure for a long time. Thank you,
Morag.
Tash

Poetry Group

October

Six of us met at a member’s interesting home in
late September. Our first visit there, and it was a
such a treat to view her wild spring garden and,
as usual, we enjoyed a shared lunch.
The theme this month was Love Poetry, and
between us, our choices demonstrated a very
wide interpretation of the subject. We hope you
enjoy two of the poems chosen, one traditional,
and one that is rather a long way from that. Ani

Heart to Heart
By

Sonnet 116: Let me
not to the marriage
of true minds
BY

WI LLIAM S HAKES PEARE

Let me not to the marriage of true
minds
Admit impediments. Love is not love
Which alters when it alteration finds,
Or bends with the remover to
remove.
O no! it is an ever-fixed mark
That looks on tempests and is never
shaken;
It is the star to every wand'ring bark,
Whose worth's unknown, although
his height be taken.
Love's not Time's fool, though rosy
lips and cheeks
Within his bending sickle's compass
come;
Love alters not with his brief hours
and weeks,
But bears it out even to the edge of
doom.
If this be error and upon me prov'd,
I never writ, nor no man ever lov'd.

Rita Dove - 1952-

It’s neither red
nor sweet.
It doesn’t melt
or turn over,
break or harden,
so it can’t feel
pain,
yearning,
regret.
It doesn’t have
a tip to spin on,
it isn’t even
shapely—
just a thick clutch
of muscle,
lopsided,
mute. Still,
I feel it inside
its cage sounding
a dull tattoo:
I want, I want—
but I can’t open it:
there’s no key.
I can’t wear it
on my sleeve,
or tell you from
the bottom of it
how I feel. Here,
it’s all yours, now—
but you’ll have
to take me,
too.

Wanderers Group

October

With Spring felt more keenly in the air - with one notable
exception - our group has continued to enjoy areas of the city
known to most of us, yet always spectacular for views, flora,
sounds and scenery. A bit of a muddy trek up Bethune’s
Gully was well worth the effort, some of us inspired to do the
full climb at a later date.
The Botanic Gardens wander
was equally alluring, the cherry
blossoms blanketing their lane.
On our wander along Queens Drive, we encountered another
walking group headed in the opposite direction, while we
chose
paths less
trodden,
including one which states, underneath its street
name, “Not Open to Public”, but certainly known
to one in our group who knows the shortcuts.
It was a blustery, chilly walk up Larnach Road to
Rotary Park, but the views are spectacular in
any weather. We had spotted a pilot boat
heading out toward the Harbour mouth,
and a
few
blocks
later,
were
treated
to the
sight of
a large
ship
seemingly at the bottom of the road,
heading straight at us, a sight to behold.

Ailsa

Art Collections Group

October
We continued Doug Hart’s series of artist talks
with Kara Walker, born in 1969. This, still living,
American artist is mainly known for her
silhouettes. A passionate activist for Black civil
rights, she was previously unknown to most of us,
but we appreciated learning about her work.
L is Kara in front of her immense sculpture “Sugar
Baby”, an indictment of the way black slaves were
mistreated by the sugar industry.
Below is one of Kara’s magnificent silhouettes.

L is Barack Obama holding the head of a man we instantly recognized.

Katsushika Hokusai
1760 – 1849
Although the name
may not be familiar,
many of the works
of this talented
Japanese printmaker
are immediately
recognisable.

His most famous work being “The Great Wave off
Kanagawa.

I also loved: “Tenma Bridge”, somewhat reminiscent of
Canaletto’s painting of London Bridge.

Hokusai
made
many,
many prints
of Mt Fuji.
An unusual
fact Doug
imparted
was that this artist very regularly changed his name.
Great was the audience speculation as to just why.
Edward Hopper 1882 –1967 . Hopper is a more familiar
name to
most of
us. He
was very
tall as a
child
and
bullied
by other
children who
called him Grasshopper because of his height.
His work seems to be of two very different themes: firstly,
the beautiful seascapes and coastal buildings of Cape Cod.
And secondly, in complete contrast, the loneliness of his life
in the city.
As well as this sense of isolation, works such as New York
Movie 1939, invite the viewer to conjure up their own story
as to what is happening in the artwork.
The final artist in this series was the American
sculptor, Louise Nevelson 1899 – 1900. Like
Kara Walker, Nevelson works showed a
political side. Throughout her early life
Nevelson was the subject of anti-semitism

which she portrayed in her very large wooden sculptures.
She used found and recycled materials in her
monochromatic works, which were influenced by Mayan
art she came across in her travels. As she aged, her dress
and make up became increasingly flamboyant.
In conclusion, I wish to thank Doug Hart for this wonderful
series of talks.
Anne-Marie

U3A Garden Group

October

This month we celebrated Rhododendron Week with
a trip to Bellbird Heights, the home of Doreen Fraser
and husband, Bruce. They have lived here for thirty
years, and they never tire of the view.
Doreen showed us her book detailing the growth of
the garden over the thirty years and the innovations
they have made.
The recent snow was a reminder of the fragility of
precious plants when the weather turns
unseasonable. Some of the rhododendrons were affected by the
snow, but there were
plenty of blooms to
admire.
“The rhododendrons are a
passion for my husband”,
said Doreen, so she was
not sure of the names, but
was happy to spend time
with us showing us around the various garden rooms.
The garden held many treasures in addition to the rhododendrons, irises, azaleas, perennials, some roses
along with mature conifers and specimen trees.
After our visit there, we carried on to Port Chalmers
to visit the Lady Thorn Dell. The Lions Club has
developed a beautiful memorial garden to the
former Mayoress of the town. The rhododendrons
were just coming into their best so a nice time to
visit. If you have not visited this garden, it is highly
recommended.
We finished our day with a welcome coffee at Careys
Bay Hotel. Very refreshing after all that walking.

Robyne

Photography Group October
The unseasonal snow put paid to our trip on the first Thursday
of October. Undeterred, off we went a week later to see the
beautiful Anglican Church of St Barnabas at Warrington. We
could very easily entitle this afternoon out (as in the 1998 film)
‘There’s Something About Mary’.

We were warmly welcomed by the priest
in charge, Jeremy Nicholl, and his
offsider, Mary, a hugely energetic,
twelve-month-old springer spaniel. There
is usually only one deranged dog snapper,
in our group, me, but on Thursday, we
were all at it. She was everywhere, but
she was an incredibly difficult subject to
capture, but some managed to do so.
Motto: This girl is not a sitter, but she
makes a great photobomber!

The quaint wooden
church, built in 1872,
has glorious stainedglass windows. The
whole wall of Smith
windows was intended
for a church in
Brisbane, but on arrival
into Australia in 1920,
were rejected because
they had been made in
Germany. Their loss is,
most definitely,
Warrington’s gain.

The colours that radiated from the stained
glass were jewel-like, and the detailing was
exquisite.
From the traditional lychgate to the picturesque and peaceful graveyard, plus distant sea views, the area
was a photographer’s paradise. Wonderful tales of early days were told, historical photos displayed and
discussed, and Jeremy imparted to us the feeling that he enjoyed our visit, quite as much as we did.

I wonder which needle woman cross-stitched the kneeler?

Mary was always going to have the final word, wasn’t she?

Pic credits this month:
Hildegard Lubcke,
Chris Watson,
Graham Corbett, Ann
Trewern, John
Burton, Ann Wood,
and Ross McIvor

Most of us then went
on to Truby King Reserve at Seacliff to see what
was left of the ruins of the Asylum. Some massive
trees in the expansive park. Ani

