Interest Groups

NEWSLETTER
Art Collections
Facilitator: Moya Smith
Third Wednesday, 2 pm
E: moya.smith@xtra.co.nz

Convenor’s report
Kia ora koutou
The holiday season is around the corner and
Interest Groups are having their final
meetings for 2021. What a year it has been.
We have gotten use to living with Covid and
continue to adapt our lifestyles to keep
ourselves safe.
I would like to offer my thanks to all the
Facilitators for their work with groups this
year. Hopefully QR Codes for scanning and
vaccine passes will make our lives safer and
easier next year. Let’s hope our singers can
meet again although I’m told singing with a
mask on is not an option!
We will have one new group next year — the
Garden and Things Botanical Group. See the
announcement notice further on in this
Newsletter for details. As it will be based in
outdoor venues, this group should be able to
meet whatever Covid does. We are also still
exploring an opportunity for learning Ikebana.
Many members may be on their own this
Christmas as travel for family both in New
Zealand and overseas is not possible. If you
can please include these “alones “in your
festivities by sharing a meal, a visit or a small
gesture.
Finally my thanks to Bill Stanford for his skills
and expertise in putting this newsletter
1

Book Group
Facilitator: Moya Smith
First Friday, 1.30
E: moya.smith@xtra.co.nz
Dining Group
Facilitator: Karen Wards
Third Friday, 7 pm
E: karendwards@gmail.com
Expanding
Musical Horizons (full)
Facilitator: Paul Wheeler
Second Monday, 10 am
E: wheeler@outlook.co.nz
Film Group 1 (full)
Facilitator: Bill Stanford
Third Wednesday, 1.30
E: w.stanford@protonmail.com
Film Group 2 (full)
Facilitator: Bill Stanford
Second Wednesday, 1.30
E: w.stanford@protonmail.com
Gallery Group (full)
Facilitator: Tash Hurst
Second Wednesday, 10.30
E: tash.hurst@xtra.co.nz

together so we all can enjoy what our Interest
Groups are doing.
Wherever you are and whoever you are with
Merry Xmas, happy holidays, and enjoy this
summer weather.
Ngā mihi o te kirihimete me te tau hou,
Trish Irvine

Gardens & Botanical Group
Facilitator: Patricia Irvine
Third Thursday, 1,30
E: trishjockloch@gmail.com
Luncheon Group
Facilitator: Patricia Irvine
Second Friday, 12,30
E: trishjockloch@gmail.com
Mahjong Group
Facilitator: Hilary Allison
2nd & 4th Thursdays, 10 am
E: hilary.allison@xtra.co.nz

Convenor
Email: trishjockloch@gmail.com
Phone: 03 4821651
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Announcements
Gardens and Things Botanical
We have had a good response to this new
Interest Group. it will meet for the first time
in February with a visit to a member's
garden in Dunedin.
Trish Irvine is the interim Facilitator but we
need someone to volunteer to take on this
role in future. If you wish to be involved
contact Trish and the visit details will be
forwarded to you.
This group will meet on the third Tuesday
each month at 1.30pm.
If you like visiting other people’s gardens
and hearing the story behind their
development and the love and work that
went into making them a place to enjoy and
grow things, this is the group for you.
We will also have a focus on gardening
skills such as pruning, propagating and
composting. Visits to community gardens
and country gardens will also be
programmed.
This will be a great opportunity to swap
plants, knowledge and ideas.
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Monday Current Affairs (full)
Facilitator: Joy Hayward
Third Monday, 1.30
E: joyhayward@hotmail.co.nz
Podcast Group
Facilitator: Ann Broadfoot
Third Thursday, 1.30
annbroadfoot2012@gmail.com
Photography Group
Facilitator: Ann Wood
First Thursday, 1.30;
3rd Thursday TBA
E: ann.wood14blaw@gmail.com
Poetry Group
Facilitator: Carole Bezett
Fourth Wednesday
E: <carolebezett@gmail.com>
Singing Group
Facilitator: Claire Stevens
Weekly, Monday, 1 pm
E: cstevensnz@gmail.com
Tuesday Current Issues Group
(full)
Facilitator: Gretchen Kivell
Third Tuesday, 10 am
E: gretchen.kivell@xtra.co.nz
Walking Group
Facilitator: John Hogue
Every Thursday, 10.30
E: hoguetimaru@xtra.co.nz

Facilitators’ Reports
Luncheon Group

This is a charming setting, and the
very helpful staff there laminated our
vaccination cards while we dined.

Saint Clair and its lovely esplanade
was the venue for our August meet
up, and we enjoyed a very nice
lunch at Salt Bar and Restaurant.
Luncheon Group members joined
other diners in singing “Happy
Birthday” to the Anglican Bishop of
Dunedin, who was celebrating his
60th birthday there.

Last lunch for the year was at
Balmac7 in the lovely setting
downstairs .Food and service was
outstanding and the company was
great as well.
Most of the Luncheon Group venues
are on bus routes, and this makes
coming out with us accessible for all.

We didn’t meet in September due to
Covid restrictions; however by
October when we had our
vaccinations and guidelines allowed,
we were able to meet at Weavers in
Mosgiel.

Group Facilitator: Trish Irvine
Phone: 03 482 1651
Email: trishjockloch@gmail.com

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Gallery Group
the youngest of ten children and was
influenced by her artistic mother
A most enjoyable and interesting
from a young age. Anne has worked
visit today to the home of Anne
at many jobs but was always
Baldock….We sat round the kitchen
interested to pursue the artistic side
table which acts as Anne’s main
of any task. Creativity has always
painting space while she told us
just poured out of her wherever she
about her family background and
has been, and this is still the case
introduction to the art world. Anne is
today. Anne seizes any opportunity
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to expand her artistic endeavors and
has tried jewelry making, small
paintings both round and
rectangular, brooches, and is now
being challenged to paint large
paintings for commercial premises.

Chris had commissioned a painting
from Anne which she gave to him
today.
Chris was taken with Anne’s ability
to make paintings that reminded him
of Turner’s style, particularly of
battle scenes.

There are two main types of painting
that Anne specializes in, and is well
known for….landscapes; and
characters from life situations,
sometimes viewed from above...

An absorbing and rewarding visit.
Many thanks to Anne for hosting us
and also to Chris Hewitt for
organising the visit.
We then headed to Glenfalloch for
lunch.
Here is Anne showing us one of her
character paintings of a group of
runners; and below with an example
of her many landscapes.

Our next meeting and the last for
2021, is being hosted by Paula.
Any contributions for lunch and a
'show and tell' would be gratefully
received…..followed of course by
our vital brain-storming session to
glean ideas for next year.
I hope to bring the finished calendar
of our visits throughout 2021 to the
next meeting.
I have ordered 15 copies and will let
you know the price shortly.
Tash Hurst
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

4

Expanding Musical
A little of our programme featured
protest music that came from two or
three centuries ago, but mostly we
covered material that came out in
our lifetimes. Protests about the
environment, war, civil rights, police
brutality, women’s rights, the poverty
gap, nuclear testing, treatment of
veterans, the reunification of Ireland
and more will be part of our on-going
series.

Horizons Group
Since our last report, we have
checked out another family of
instruments, this time woodwinds.
But not “instruments of the
orchestra” because we all did that
when we were at school.
We listened to woodwinds from
other centuries and other countries.
Andean wind instruments, virtuoso
recorder playing from the Baroque
period, ocarinas, koauau, shawms,
bombards, crumhorns and more
were featured..

Some of it is brutal to listen to, some
is funny and some stimulates quite a
bit of discussion. For example, the
widely known anthem Jerusalem –
was it a protest, and if so, which of
two or even three possibilities might
William Blake have been protesting
about?

Outstanding young musicians were
featured on instruments from the
saxophone to the alphorn (anyone
else listened to big band swing
featuring a three metre long
alphorn?).

We were again lucky that talented
group member Ian Winter performed
a couple of songs for us! this time
from anti-war protester Eric Bogle.
Our picture features Billie Holiday,
Simon and Garfunkel, Phil Collins,
Annie Lennox and Eric Bogle, who
were among the composers of
protest music that we listened to.

We have started a series entitled
“Protest Music”. People have been
protesting for centuries and it’s likely
that music has been part of that
activity for a long time.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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Notice Board
Hi Facilitators! February group reports:
Tuesday Current Affairs Issues, Art Collections, Film 2, Poetry…
But if you want to send an unscheduled
report, please do! Thanks!

Photography Group Gallery
This month the Photography group visited the Chingford Park gardens, and
Aramoana.

At Chingford Ann Wood, our facilitator,
leads with a shot of Graham admiring a
splendid tree:

While Chris Watson provides us with a stitched panorama (one which
includes Ann & Graham!)
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Meanwhile, Ann Trewern reveals almost
surreal, beautiful ‘treescapes’:

And Graham also gives us this
exquisite closeup!
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And from Aramoana we have many, many photographs! Perhaps a grid here
might be the best idea!

Ann Trewern - Oyster Catcher

Ann Wood - Saltwater Marshes

Hildegard Lübcke - starry shells

Wyn Barbezat - senecio elegans

Linda Forbes - marshes

Graham Corbett - waves

Ann Wood - shells

Ann Trewern - Oyster Catcher
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At Aramoana Ann Trewern gives us a classically composed shot of the bay:

And Graham, in a positively brilliant shot, reveals two birds perched on an
intriguing structure on the Aramoana breakwater:

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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