Interest Groups

NEWSLETTER
January 2022

Convenor’s report
Kia ora koutou
Welcome to an overview of what we have to
offer in 2022.
Interest Groups will play an important role in
U3A during our next lived experience with the
Covid pandemic. Omicron is here, and
Interest Group Facilitators have met in
January to plan how we can continue our
groups safely in this environment.
To ensure Interest Group members’
wellbeing, Facilitators will be:
• asking to see your Vaccination Pass
• recording your attendance at meetings
• ensuring you wear a mask
• ensuring you practise social distancing
• asking you to scan in at all public
venues
Please don’t attend your group if even
feeling slightly unwell.
It is predicted the next two months March and
April will see a large increase in infection
rates so we ask you to be careful and safe in
all group settings. Many groups meet
outdoors, so give the opportunity to engage
in social and learning activities. Some groups
may elect to go on hold until the infection
rates go down.
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Dining Group
Facilitator: Karen Wards
Third Friday, 7 pm
E: karendwards@gmail.com
Expanding
Musical Horizons (full)
Facilitator: Paul Wheeler
Second Monday, 10 am
E: wheeler@outlook.co.nz
Film Group 1 (full)
Facilitator: Bill Stanford
Third Wednesday, 1.30
E: w.stanford@protonmail.com
Film Group 2 (full)
Facilitator: Bill Stanford
Second Wednesday, 1.30
E: w.stanford@protonmail.com
Gallery Group (full)
Facilitator: Tash Hurst
Second Wednesday, 10.30
E: tash.hurst@xtra.co.nz

Gardens & Botanical Group
Facilitator: Patricia Irvine
Third Tuesday, 1,30
E: trishjockloch@gmail.com

What is on offer
We are using this newsletter to showcase our
Interest Groups and their Facilitators, so that
if you are new you will know who they are
and what the Groups offer.
Our Groups are very popular and we have
several U3A members waiting for a place —
if you have time, interest, and energy to
facilitate a Group please get in touch with me.
Several Groups are now full, and we will be
running a second one in that subject to meet
demand.
These are the current Interest Groups and
their Facilitators:

Luncheon Group
Facilitator: Patricia Irvine
Second Friday, 12,30
E: trishjockloch@gmail.com
Mahjong Group
Facilitator: Hilary Allison
2nd & 4th Thursdays, 10 am
E: hilary.allison@xtra.co.nz
Monday Current Affairs (full)
Facilitator: Joy Hayward
Third Monday, 1.30
E: joyhayward@hotmail.co.nz
Photography Group
Facilitator: Ann Wood
First Thursday, 1.30;
3rd Thursday TBA
E: ann.wood14blaw@gmail.com

Dining
Karen Wards
Dunedin has a huge
variety of
restaurants and this
group meets in the
evening at one of
their choice usually
decided by
consensus.

Poetry Group
Facilitator: Carole Bezett
Fourth Wednesday
E: <carolebezett@gmail.com>

You need to let the Facilitator know in
advance of you wish to attend. Fine dining
with a friendly group!

Expanding Musical Horizons
Paul Wheeler
For people who enjoy listening to music and
are interested in broadening their musical
horizons – no formal
training required.
For this music group the
emphasis is on classical
music but the content
Can shift to jazz,
Musical theatre and
other types of music.
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Singing Group
Facilitator: Claire Stevens
Weekly, Monday, 1 pm
E: cstevensnz@gmail.com
Tuesday Current Issues Group
(full)
Facilitator: Gretchen Kivell
Third Tuesday, 10 am
E: gretchen.kivell@xtra.co.nz
Walking Group
Facilitator: John Hogue
Every Thursday, 10.30
E: hoguetimaru@xtra.co.nz

Themes have included one off
topics, and extended series that
have traced the development of
music in the social political or
cultural context.

We produce a yearly calendar for
our group which is a lovely
photographic record of our visits.

Gardens & Things
Botanical - Trish Irvine

Sessions are designed to be
entertaining as well as extending the
knowledge of participants.

If you love looking at a beautiful
garden and hear the owner telling
you of all their hard
work and the love it
has taken to make
it that way this is
the group for you.

Film 1 & 2
Bill Stanford
These groups are for people who
enjoy watching classic and
contemporary cinema.

A chance for U3A
members to share
their own gardens
and visit others.

The focus is on
‘auteur’ cinema,
that is, movies
created by a
writer/director who
is able to maintain
a high level of
control over the
many aspects of
film production.

This is our newest group and one of
the most popular. If you have a
garden you would like to share with
others let me know.

Luncheon
Trish Irvine

The groups emphasize input from all
members – with general discussion
of the film viewed following the
screening.

Meeting on a Tuesday each month
this is a group which samples
cuisine all over Dunedin.

Gallery

Restaurants
have to have
an ambience
that allows for
good
conversation
and lively
discussion.

Tash Hurst
This is a small group that visits
artists and crafts people in the place
where they work and create and
places that may be of interest to our
members.
In the summer
months we
travel out of
town to Central
Otago for
example.

Delicious food is a bonus!
We try to choose somewhere with
good parking and on a bus route.
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Mahjong

our 2021 topics were ranged from
the Treaty of Waitangi and the
teaching of history in NZ to a
personal approach to sustainability.

Hilary Allison
This is a friendly group for beginners
and more advanced players of
Mahjong.

A highlight of our year has been the
tradition of having a pot luck lunch at
David Cooper's house and an
opportunity to explore his and Julie's
beautiful garden at Waikouaiti.

There is a lot of
social interaction
and discussion on
how the game
should be played.

Photography

The group meets in
the Betty Anderson
Lounge at Otago Golf Club and
there is a small charge to cover
costs. Bring along your Mahjong set
if you have one!

Ann Wood
We welcome new members and
meet twice a month.
The first Thursday of
the month at 1:30pm
in an accessible spot
and usually in town,
suitable for all. On
the third Thursday
the time varies to fit
with the plan. Often
this is out of town, or
arranged around tide
times, often with a
distance to walk, so a moderate
level of fitness is required.

Monday Current Affairs
Joy Hayward
This is one of the original small
groups and has been going strongly
ever since. Recently, we increased
our membership to twelve
participants and as we meet at
member's houses 12 is the outmost
limit. We meet for two hours so
there is an opportunity for everyone
to express their
thoughts. We've
also been keen
to have as
diverse a group
as possible so
we can hear
different
viewpoints, and
although there
are more
women, gender
balance is also a consideration.

Poetry
Carole Bezett
The format is: each person brings
along two poems with copies for
everyone based on a topic set by the
host person; and we discuss each
poem. You don’t need a background
in poetry in fact it is a great way to
find out if poetry is for you.
We meet
in each
other’s homes
and it is a
happy and
enthusiastic
group!

At the end of each group, we decide
on the topic for the following one.
This allows for time to research it
and depending on their passions,
some people put a lot of energy into
to this, and some express their
thoughts in the moment. Some of
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Singing

Walking

Claire Stevens

Averil McLean & Janet Hewson

This group welcomes singers and
potential singers of any level of
experience to try out songs from
various
musical
genres and
enjoy singing
together.
Music
reading
ability is not
necessary,
and there's
no audition.

The walking group is a popular
group that walks somewhere
different every week. Weather
permitting. The walks are always
capable of being walked by a
reasonably fit person. The group
usually meets for a coffee after the
walk. Room for more members!
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

We have an informal and friendly
singing environment and new
members are welcome.

And continuing from our
Convenor:

Please note: the group will resume
once the situation regarding
Omicron becomes clearer (vaccine
passes will be required).

We are looking for New
Facilitators for:

Gretchen Kivell

1. Walking Group Two
To lead and plan walks in and
around Dunedin

Local, national or international
currents issues are discussed in this
group.

2. Art Collections
To coordinate trips to view public
exhibitions and dealer galleries

Tuesday Current Affairs

There is a set
topic before
refreshments
and then a free
range
discussion after
morning tea.

3. Current Affairs Three
To lead discussion on news and
current events of the day
4. Music Two
To lead listening and discussion
on musical genres of group’s
choice

Held in the
Facilitator’s
home - there is
a gold coin donation; and meetings
are monthly.

5. Book group
To lead and organize discussion
on either an agreed book or
members share what they are
currently reading
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Thanks:

informal setting and enjoying wider
Dunedin and what it has to offer.

... to all the Facilitators for 2022!
Ann, Bill and I look forward to
working with you all in what
promises to be a very challenging
time, but one we feel confident we
can make work for us all.

Welcome to Averill and Janet who
will lead the Walking Group this
year.
Thanks to John Hogue who has
looked after that group until now,
and to Moya Smith who has retired
as Facilitator of Art Collections and
the Book Group.

Ngā mihi nui
Trish Irvine
Convenor

We hope you will consider joining an
Interest Group this year — maybe
even lead one.

Email: trishjockloch@gmail.com
Phone: 03 4821651
Ann Wood
Interest Group Committee

We have 192 people involved in
these 15 groups each month
enjoying the social contact the
opportunity to learn new things in an

Bill Stanford
Interest Group Committee

Notice Board
Hi Facilitators! February group reports:
Tuesday Current Affairs Issues, Luncheon, Art Collections, Poetry..
But if you want to send an unscheduled
report, please do! Thanks!

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

6

