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Discussion Groups
NEWSLETTER

Art Collections
Facilitator: Moya Smith
Third Wednesday, 2 pm

E: moya.smith@xtra.co.nz

Book Group
Facilitator: Garda Cortesi

First Friday, 1.30
E: gardacortesi@gmail.com

Dining Group
Facilitator: Karen Wards
Third Friday, 7 pm

E: karendwards@gmail.com

Expanding
Musical Horizons (full)
Facilitator: Paul Wheeler
Second Monday, 10 am

E: wheeler@outlook.co.nz

Film Group 1
Facilitator: Bill Stanford
Third Wednesday, 1.30

E: billstanford9@gmail.com

Film Group 2 (full)
Facilitator: Bill Stanford
Second Wednesday, 1.30
E: billstanford9@gmail.com

Gallery Group (full)
Facilitator: Tash Hurst

Second Wednesday, 10.30
E: tash.hurst@xtra.co.nz

German Language
Facilitator: Rob Lawson
Third Monday, 2 pm

E: roblawson75@gmail.com

Convener’s report
Well, the weather has improved overall so I
guess like me you have all been busy in the
garden and getting wood in ready for the
winter etc.

Love the sunny days!!

We have not got any new groups on offer this
month as most of the existing groups are just
getting up and running after the Christmas
break.

We did get replies to the last newsletter
regarding the Sign Language group!

I have been in touch with Bridget about the
numbers for this because she would really
like ten members in her group to make it
worthwhile.

However, she has agreed that if we can get
one more member to add to the folk who
have already put their names down for the
course, she will begin. There has to be an
even number so that pairs can be formed to
practice what they learn.

So, if you are interested please get back to
Ngaire as soon as possible so this group can
get underway!

The singing group has also seen a surge in
members wishing to join the group.

Unfortunately, the person who was going to
run this group has had to withdraw so if there
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Local History
Facilitator: Stuart Strachan
Fourth Wednesday, 10.30
E: sistrachanz@gmail.com

Luncheon Group
Facilitator: Patricia Irvine
Second Friday, 12,30

E: trishjockloch@gmail.com

Mahjong Group
Facilitator: Hilary Allison
Second Thursday, 10 am
E: hilary.allison@xtra.co.nz

Monday Current Affairs (full)
Facilitator: Joy Hayward
Third Monday, 1.30

E: joyhayward@hotmail.co.nz

Opera Group
Facilitator: Garda Cortesi
Fourth Wednesday, 1.30

E: gardacortesi@gmail.com

Photography Group
Facilitator: Ngaire Bates
First Wednesday, 1.30

E: ngairemichael@gmail.com

Podcast Group
Facilitator; Garda Cortesi
Second Thursday, 1.30

E: gardacortesi@gmail.com

Thursday Current Affairs
Facilitator: Clare Hamel
Fourth Thursday, 1.30

hameldownunder@yahoo.com.au

Tuesday Current Issues Group
(full)

Facilitator: Gretchen Kivell
Third Tuesday, 10 am

E: gretchen.kivell@xtra.co.nz

Walking Group
Facilitator: John Hogue
Every Thursday, 10.30

E: hoguetimaru@xtra.co.nz

is anyone else out there that is interested in
facilitating this group please let Ngaire know.

If there is someone amongst the members
already enrolled in it that would like to take on
this roll could they also please let Ngaire
know also.

We do have someone to play the piano for
the group and the previous person who was
doing the job has done a lot of work in
researching some music suitable for the
group. So that work has already been done.

Let’s hope we can get this going this coming
month.

The podcast group has not got started but we
are forever hopeful that will get off the ground
very soon.

Don’t forget if there is anyone who has an
idea for a new group that they would like to
see get underway please let Ngaire know.

If you don’t wish to run the group that is fine
also – as we are here to please U3A
Dunedin’s membership. We just need the
ideas to be able to know what is required by
our members.

A note to the facilitators of existing groups.
Could you all refresh for yourselves the
months that your group reports should be
sent in to go into the newsletter for the
coming year.

Some facilitators are excellent and never
forget. Others need a prompt. Don’t forget the
photos if you have any to go with your
reports.

Enjoy the rest of the warmer days and long
may they last!!

Though finally, NZ generally has returned to
Covid Level 2 – everyone, do take care (and
see our final note).

Ngaire Bates

454 2170
ngairemichael@gmail.com



Gallery Group
There was a full muster for our visit to Oamaru on Wednesday February 10th.

We met in the garden of Mike
Lillian in Kakanui.

Mike has been a basket maker
for 30 years and produces
wonderful and skillfully made
baskets in a wide variety of
different shapes and sizes
made from home grown
willow:

His workshop is a show piece
of the range of basket work he
specializes in, from coffins to
huge log baskets to
ornamental garden balls.

Mike entertained us with
stories of how he choice basketry as his chosen option and how he has lived
and thrived on the craft.

Facilitators’ Reports

Film Group One...
has two vacancies. Our next two
films are must-sees - the acclaimed
Russian work from 1986, The
Sacrifice, by Andrei Tarkovsky; and
the great post war Italian classic
Bicycle Thieves. First 2 applicants
to w.stanford@protonmail.com will
be welcomed! (3rd Wed)

Announcement
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His garden is a delight with
woven willow walls
supporting overflowing
flower and vegetable beds
rising in tiers.

A great visit….including Mike playing
one of his didgeridoos..

Then on to Oamaru for lunch in a cafe
by the wharf and a visit to the Crafters
shop in the historic precinct.

Our next visit was to Bill Blair at Coppice Crafts in The Shed at the wharf. Bill
is a traditional crafter who specializes in making beautiful trugs from willow
grown in Canterbury.

Bill uses traditional hand
tools and uses a spoke
shave to hone and shape
the wood. This is driven by
a philosophy to be
sustainable and part of the
development of Oamaru as
a historic Victorian town.
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_______________________________________________________________

Bill’s trugs are so popular that he struggles to
keep up with demand. He makes several
different shapes and sizes of trugs that are very
popular with gardeners. It is so heartening to
see these traditional skills still being practiced
to-day.

We were pleased to hear that Bill has an
apprentice working with him so that hopefully
this knowledge will be passed on and used by
the next generation.

We are so grateful that both Mike and Bill are so willing to show us their skills
and share their philosophy. A most enjoyable day…

Our next visit is being organized by Laurie and Rosemary to Roxburgh …
Laurie will let us know the details as they come to hand.

Tash Hurst

Tuesday Current Issues
Group
The February meeting took place in
Lockdown 2, so the group was a
little smaller than usual. We
discussed the teaching of maths –
then and now:

We agreed the excellent article by
Jacinta Ruru, of the loneliness of
being the first Maori in her position,

can apply to the first in any number
of areas. We noted with approval the
incorporation of Maori values and
culture into our way of life and –
most interestingly – into our law.

An item about the new ACT MP,
Karen Chhour, and her concerns for
child poverty reduction had us
thinking that we’d better take more
notice of the policies of Act now it
has ten MPs.

And an old favourite, Universal Basic
Income, got another airing with a
new group started up in Dunedin: Te
Utu Tika Hei Oranga.
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Notice Board
Hi Facilitators! March group reports scheduled are: Current Affairs
Thursday, Mahjong, Film 1, Expanding Musical Horizons. Thanks!

And everyone, don’t forget -- this is your spot. If you have a pup to give
away, a tip re a coffee shop, a flat to let -- this board is a way to reach the
U3A membership!

Groups Committee
Discussion Groups Convener Ngaire Bates ngairemichael@gmail.com
Discussion Groups Committee Garda Cortesi gardacortesi@gmail.com
Discussion Groups Newsletter Bill Stanford billstanford9@gmail.com

Photography Group Gallery
Well credited in Zen Buddhism, the Year of the Ox began this month, and our
U3A Photography group was in the Octagon to catch the Dragon!

Graham Corbett: Preparing the Dragon:
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Ann Wood: the Dragon begins to awaken…

Bill Stanford: the Dragon is serious work!
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Graham, Bill: now we’ll begin the march!
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Ann: here come the Dancers!
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Graham: the silks twirl!

Bill: and the Dragon smiles!

Happy New Year of the Ox!



11

Covid Level 2

As we go to press, New Zealand
outside Auckland has returned to
Covid Level 2.

Discussion groups are fortunate in
being small and can continue under
Level 2.

But facilitators should ensure that
care is taken.

Generally, we can summarize
precautions as follows:

• gatherings restricted to 100
people

• continue to keep a safe distance
from people you don’t know

• continue good habits with face
coverings

• continue contact tracing and
hand-sanitizer

• keep up good hand washing
practices, and cough or sneeze
into your elbow

• please stay home if you are
feeling unwell

_______________________________________________________________


