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Thriving- 921 members

Linda Kinniburgh,        
Chair of U3A Dunedin.    

Kia ora koutou, What a great 
time to be part of U3A!  A wet, 
grey, coolish winter, and a 
range of interesting, never dull 
courses and presenters, willing 
to come and talk and share their 
knowledge just for our benefit. 
Of course, the catching up with 
friends and meeting new people 
is also important and our catering 
is famous, fresh scones with jam 
or sandwiches over a break. 

U3A continues to thrive, more 
members, now numbering 921, 
(almost 1000), more people 
putting their hand up to assist. We 
are very grateful to the dedicated 
team of volunteers whose 
interests assist to share the load 
and we debate and think about 
what members might appreciate 
in courses.
Following our Programme 
Committee meeting in April, two 
new members have already 
created the firm shape of a 
course  on worldwide Pandemics, 
from an historical and present 
perspective. Excellent timing, and 
excellent work. 

 EXCITING MIX AHEAD 
Series three, almost all approved 
by the Board, also promises 
to be an exciting, eclectic mix 
of courses for you. Discussion 
groups continue to thrive, with 
more offerings available to 
our members. There is a new 
application form on the web. 

This will have two purposes, 
ensuring our group participants 
are members of U3A Dunedin 
and secondly, to plan ahead for 

expanding some groups and 
forming new groups. 
COVID19 VACCINATIONS
As your Chairperson I have many 
interests. Recently I decided to 
assist the Public Health nurses 
return to their roles in schools, 
preschools, and industry, by 
completing my vaccinator 
training to administer the Pfizer 
vaccine for COVID 19. This 
went well, despite having to sit 
exams again, which I found very 
stressful!

All completed now and it is 
pleasing to see the Southern 
District Health Board is ahead 
of schedule for vaccinations.
Recently , the clinic completed 
50 vaccinations in one day and 
reached a total of over 50,000 
vaccinations over the district 
including Invercargill, Central 
Otago and Dunedin to date.  A 
great achievement.

100 Favourite Symphonies
Music lovers will be interested:  as a 
member of World U3A our Dunedin 
group has been offered free access 
for members to listen to any of 100 
favourite symphonies.
Dr Bill Hopkinson, from UK’s “Virtual 
U3A” online,  sent a message to 
Forum’s editor saying that U3A 
Dunedin’s members can join in 
a group on the Internet at http:/
ecosch.org.uk/100symphony.
htm 
To choose a famiiar (or unfamiliar) 
symphony, you just click on s long 
list (in order of composers).
The worldwide group gives an 
opportunity to hear a lot of music 
and also to join in discussions 
about the music if you wish. It is 

The centre in the Meridian Mall 
plans to increase the numbers 
vaccinated in any one day to 
1200 and has increased the 
hours of the clinic to ensure many 
more of us, senior citizens, can 
have our vaccine in a timely way. 

You may see me, and other 
members of U3A who have also 
met this new challenge at the 
clinic. 
       (Continued on p2)

hoped to build up a community 
listening to symphonies and  
sharing experiences. It  will be an 
interactive group “across time 
zones.” Bill says to make sure the 
slider is at the start of the symphony 
chosen “and sorry for the adverts 
– it is how we hear symphpnies 
for free!”  He can be contacted by 
email at bill@u3a.online  
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the cancellation of one course, 
Safety Matters, because of 
embarrassingly few enrolments, 
just 16 First Choices and 25 All 
Choices — these low numbers 
could not justify bringing in invited 
speakers from other centres. 
There are various ideas 
about why this should have 
happened, of which perhaps the 
most intriguing is that women 
registrants outnumbered men 
three to one. Interesting to 
speculate?

     SERIES 3  AHEAD
Series 3 Spring 2021 courses will 
shortly be advertised. There are 
five courses fully confirmed: Doug 
Hart will again present another 12 
artists, sure to be popular; Giving 
a Taste of their Own Medicine 
canvasses a range of health 
topics, past and present; Vision 
and Practice looks at modern 
Otago architecture, not heritage 
as usually is the case; music is 
not forgotten with a course on the 
instruments musicians play; and 
Whistle Blowers will be of strong 
public affairs interest. A literary 
topic, which we always like to 
offer, is also being developed.

     QUICKER CUPS
More prosaically, those attending 
the Hocken course at the Otago 
Golf Club will have noticed 
advance pouring of the tea and 
coffee by our course assistants. 
This has certainly reduced time 

Our Winter series of lectures 
always tends to attract fewer 
numbers than in Autumn, as 
some understandably prefer to 
remain at home until better Spring 
conditions. It was no different 
this year, but what is particularly 
gratifying is that the number 
enrolling for Series 2 courses this 
year comfortably exceeded that 
for 2019 (490 compared to 432.) 
As we can now safely ignore 
Covid-affected 2020, it is most 
heartening to know that we need 
no longer fear the adverse effect 
that Covid might have had on 
course enrolments. In short, the 
message is: We are back!

    POPULAR COURSES
Most Series 2 courses have got 
away to a good start, with two, 
Exploring Hocken Collections and 
Humour and Laughter, having to 
limit enrolments to the available 
places — 150 at the Otago Golf 
Club and 148 at the Leith Bowling 
Club.
 For the first this was easily done 
by excluding Second Choices 
alone, but Humour and Laughter, 
because of the greater number of 
First Choices, required a ballot. 
Exclusions are always regrettable, 
but then some comfort can 
be taken from those excluded 
automatically receiving priority in 
the next three series.

     DISAPPOINTING 
A major disappointment was 

Winter series has been popular 

    
 

         Stuart Strachan
spent queueing, with the added 
benefit of warmer cuppas. And a 
reminder: those requiring gluten-
free food need to notify the course 
convenor in advance, as provision 
is not automatic.
Stuart Strachan and 

Linda Kinniburgh -                          
Co-Chairs, Programme Committee

ON OTHER PAGES

 THRIVING U3A DUNEDIN
     Continued from p1
We are so fortunate to not have any 
cases of COVID in our community 
but protecting ourselves for the 
future is important. 
I do welcome your solution or focused 
feedback on any U3A matters. Be 
kind and considerate as you go about 
your daily business. Ka mihi nui. —
Kia pai to ra (have a good day.)
           Linda Kinniburgh
Chairperson, U3A Dunedin Board. 
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 Pat Thwaites, who died in January 
2021, was a keen member of U3A. 
Latterly she was a   member of the 
Programme Committee. Pat was 
a much-loved teacher at primary 
and intermediate levels, a long-time 
reviewer of books for the Otago 
Daily Times, and legendary for her 
ability to make (and keep) friends 
- described recently as a ‘people 
magnet’. 
    After Pat was widowed she began 
hosting overseas students who 
were completing a three month 
internship in Dunedin. She enjoyed 
them (23 in total) tremendously 
and proudly introduced them to 
Dunedin’s attractions. Pat was an 
inveterate traveller and through 
these students she explored Norway, 
Finland, Poland, France, Belgium, 
Denmark...met their families, stayed 
in their homes, went to weddings 
and met partners. Pat lived her life 
to the full with intelligence, courage, 
humour and kindness and that is 
how her many friends, near and far, 
will remember her – with love, and a 
smile.  -  Annette Riley

With much sadness the U3A 
Dunedin Board was informed on 
April 10 of Marion passing away 
in her home.
    An early record of her 
nvolvement with the Board 
appeared in our May 2013 
Newsletter. The Chairperson 
at that time, Norma Restieaux, 
announced that Marion had been 
appointed to the new ex-officio  
position of Secretary to the Board  
to ‘support all Board activity.
   The announcement was   
accompanied by this profile that 
had been written by Marion:

     “I was born in Gore, grew up 
and worked on our family farm in 
Pukerau and attended Gore High 
School. I trained as a teacher in 
Dunedin and taught my first five 
years in Southland and Dunedin.   
   ‘ I then moved to Christchurch 
for two years and then on to 
Auckland, where I received 
promotion as a teacher up to 
Deputy Principal over the next 20 
years, working in three different 
schools. I became the Principal 
of Pakuranga Health Camp 
School for eight years before 
I returned to Dunedin in 2004 
where I worked as a long-term 
reliever for seven years. 
    “I have been involved in a 
variety of voluntary activities all 
my life. ranging from Church, 
Citizens Advice Bureau, 
local community committees, 
Auckland BPW (Business and 
Professional Women), Auckland 
Commonwealth Games, and 

SPCA. I was awarded the N.Z. 
1990 Commemoration Medal. 
Sport has always been a major 
interest of mine – from playing, 
coaching and watching. Now, 
in retirement, gardening is 
my main active interest with a 
particular interest in growing 
fuchsias.”
    Marion maintained these 
interests since then and has 
been a ‘stalwart’ for the activities 
of the Dunedin U3A Board and 
its many members that have 
come and gone in that time. She 
became a full member of the 
Board in 2018 and continued 
until now to be Board Secretary.
   Among her many U3A 
activities, she organised 
“get well” cards to be sent to 
sick Board members, made 
arrangements for the Annual 
General Meeting each year and 
organised a celebratory lunch 
for newly-appointed honorary 
Life Members of the branch. She 
also arranged gift baskets and 
special home visits to celebrate 
the 100th birthdays of members 
Alan Horsman and Gordon 
Parsonson. 

 A long-standing branch member 
commented: “Such sad news 
to learn that Marion has died. 
Marion was always available to 
help me  as I’m reluctant to keep 
up with today’s new  technology! 
To Marion’s family and friends 
please pass on my sincere 
sympathy at their great loss. A big 
Thank You Marion for all you have 

Marion Potter  (1943-2021)   Secretary and member
of U3A Dunedin Board

achieved  in helping to make the U3A 
in Dunedin such a great organisation 
enjoyed by many including myself.“
   This comment says it all – thanks to 
Marion for all that you have done for 
Dunedin U3A over so many years. 
           Barrie Peake,
          Vice-Chairman, U3A Board

   Pat Thwaites

     Honor Anderson
Honor Anderson, who joined 
U3A Dunedin in 1998 and was 
the Chair of the U3A Board from 
2006 to 2007, passed away in 
Wellington on April 15 (peacefully 
after illness.)
In Dunedin she touched the lives 
of many in the Careers Advisory 
Service at the  University of 

Otago and the Vocational 
Guidance Service in the city.

A  memorial service for Honor 
will be held at Hopes Funeral 
Service Chapel at 10am on 
Tuesday , June 29. when 
members of her family from 
overseas will be present.



  

 WORD Wonders 

That’s the stuff!
Speaking the word “stuff” can 
mean almost anything, it seems. 
It can mean rubbish, as in “Stuff 
and nonsense!” Or the opposite, 
as in “That’s the stuff,” namely “the 
real right stuff”. Or neutrally, just 
“things.” Well, “stuff” can stand it. 
It’s heard increasingly, so must be 
trendy, which would explain the 
name “Stuff.co.nz.”

Origins
The word derives from old French 
estoffer, from Latin stuppare, to 
“stop up.” To stop up is to fill, as in 
Gibstop. In older English, a posh 
garment would be made of “some 
rich stuff.” Now it’s a down-to-earth 
alternative to “material,” with a 
large range of applications beyond 
clothing.

A different array of usages opens 
up for “to stuff,” or participial 
“stuffed,” or going back into nouns 
again, “stuffing.” Just “to stuff” is 
to fill (with material of any sort). 
Mostly with success, unless you 
“stuff it up,” or intransitively by 
“stuffing up.” “Stuffing X with Y” as 
you do with a turkey for Christmas 
has about as much dignity as you 
get with this word.

Stuffed and stuffy
Adjectives from the root /stuff/ 
seldom sound dignified. A stuffed 

FORUM  4

shirt is an overdressed person or a 
person perceived as pompous. A 
stuffy atmosphere is one polluted 
by spent (not vivifying) air, or by 
pomposity or embarrassment: the 
literal airs we breathe are matched 
in metaphor by the social ones, 
where we are not our sparkling 
animated selves. “Stuffed” is a 
grosser way of saying “replete” 
or “full up” (or pregnant). So 
often English offers a dignified, 
a neutral, and a derogatory word 
for the same essential thing. 
Shakespeare’s Beatrice plays 
on this: hearing that a certain 
man praised for being “stuffed 
with all honourable virtues,” she 
perversely agrees that “he is a 
stuffed man,” not complimentary 
after all.

Stuff NZ
So why did Stuff choose its name? 
As a command “Stuff NZ!” would 
not sell at all well, but plain Stuff 
has a blokeish charm, and a vague 
comprehensiveness since “and 
stuff” can replace “and so on” or 
“etcetera.” Coverage, generality, 
the everyday, including the latest 
news from the NZ perspective. 
Whether or not the international 
media remember to include our 
sports results, trust Stuff to do it.

Exit
And that’s enough stuff. Time to 
stuff it. I hope I know my stuff…

by John Hale Save money on expensive 
personalised car number-plates 
: simply change your name to 
match the existing plate.  

Don’t waste money buying 
expensive binoculars. Simply 
stand closer to the object you 
wish to view. 

Record the sound of your 
washing machine onto a tape, 
then confuse neighbours by 
playing it back on a battery-
operated cassette player during 
a power cut. 

Avoid jet lag by taking an 
earlier flight, you will arrive fully 
refreshed and on time. 

Avoid embarrassment after 
tripping in the street by repeating 
the movement several times to 
make it seem like part of your 
normal behaviour. 

Stop nosey neighbours from 
knowing which room you’re in 
by stealthily crawling around the 
house on all fours.

Avoid parking tickets by leaving 
your windscreen wipers turned 
to ‘fast wipe’ whenever you leave 
your car parked illegally.

Keep the seat next to you on a 
bus or train vacant by smiling 
and nodding at people as they 
walk up the aisle.

Avoid being wheel-clamped by 
jacking your car up, removing 
the wheels and locking them 
safely in the boot until you 
return.  

Drill a one-inch diameter hole in 
your refrigerator door. This will 
allow you to check that the light 
goes off when the door is closed.  

Cheer loudly at 8.00pm each 
Saturday to fool the neighbours 
into thinking you have won the 
Lottery.  

To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism, To steal from many 
is research. 

The early bird might get the worm, but the second mouse gets 
the cheese.

Light travels faster than sound. That is why some people appear 
bright until you hear them speak. 

We live in a society where pizza can get to your house faster 
than the ambulance or police.

What do you reckon?

Goofy Tips
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Lecture on peace 
gains support

Zealand. We also acknowledge our senior PhD 
colleague, Aidan Gnoth, for his generosity and 
support with copy editing of the manuscript. 
Finally, we sincerely acknowledge all the participants 
of the U3A lecture and fellow graduate students at the 
NCPACS for their commendations and support. The 
views expressed herein, however, exclusively remain
of the authors. This work has not benefitted from any 
funding. The authors declare that there is no conflict 
of interest. “                            ;
May there be many more publications in the future 
arising from the activities of our Dunedin U3A branch!           
                    —  Barrie Peake & Phyll Esplin,
{Convenors of the ‘The Nobel Prizes 2018-19’  Spring 
2020 Dunedin U3A Course.)

A  first for the Dunedin U3A? – an academic 
publication entitled ‘Peacemaking in Africa 
and the Nobel Peace Prize 2019: The role of 
Ahmed Abiy Ali in resolving the Ethiopia – 
Eritrea Cross-border Conflict.’

One of the lectures in the 2020 Winter series 
‘Nobel Prizes 2018 – 2019’ was given by two 
postgraduate students, Samwel Oando and 
Shirley Gabriella Achieng, from the National 
Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies (NCPACS), 
University of Otago.
They discussed the 2019 Nobel Peace Prize 
that was awarded to the Prime Minister of 
Ethiopia, Ahmed Abiy Ali , for his role in 
resolving the Ethiopia-Eritrea conflict.  As 
convenors for this course, we and many of the 
other course attendees were so impressed by 
their presentation that we encouraged them to 
consider writing an academic article based on the 
content of their lecture.
They have since done this and with some 
editing help from us, the article was accepted for 
publication in the academic journal  The African 
Review  and at least the Abstract for the paper 
can be viewed on-line using the Internet address 
of  https://brill.com/view/journals/tare/aop/article-
0.1163-1821889X-12340031/article-10.1163-
1821889X-12340031.xml                                      .
This publication appears to be the first arising 
from a lecture delivered to a Dunedin U3A course 
and simply bears out the founding philosophy of 
the U3A movement  viz. “Those who teach shall 
also learn and those that learn shall also teach” 
as noted in their Acknowledgements section of 
their paper :

      “Acknowledgements:   
This paper has been developed as part of the 
lecture series organized by the University of 
the Third Generation – New Zealand, simply 
known as the U3A. It was, therefore, informed 
by the U3A philosophy which states that “Those 
who teach shall also learn and those that learn 
shall also teach”. To that effect, the paper has 
enormously benefitted from input, review, and 
guidance provided by Barrie Peake and Phyll 
Esplin, to both of whom we are highly indebted.
In addition, we are privileged to have received 
critical review from Prof.Richard Jackson – the 
Director, National Centre for Peace and Conflict 
Studies (NCPACS), University of Otago, New 

Two students who gave the U3A lecture.

Do you really think?
 A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station 
is where a train stops. On my desk I have a work 
station…

He asked God for a bike, then (thinking God 
doesn’t work that way) he stole a bike and asked 
for forgiveness.

How is it that one careless match can start a forest 
fire , but it takes a whole box to start a campfire? 

He who smiles in a crisis found someone to 
blame.



right to learn

  U3A Phone directory
To discuss any problem with U3A 
Dunedin please phone the right 
person:

  Chairperson:     Linda Kinnigurgh
                               473- 8443                                                                                                                                            
  Board matters   Richard Highgam   
                              476-1848
 Membership :  Lynda Jackson          
                      473-6947     
 Progamme:Committee 
                Stuart Strachan   482-2339       
  Discussion Groups: Ngaire Bates   
             454-2170    
  Courses:  Phyll Esplin  467-2594

U3A groups grow to 20   

  FORUM 6

  U3A Email directory
Sending email correspondence to 
U3A Dunedin? Using addresses 
below will ltake your messages to 
the  appropriate person and have 
quicker attention.

If you contact a wrong person they 
will forward your message on to the 
correct address.

General information: 

contact@u3adunedin.org.nz

Courses:

courses@u3adunedin.org.nz

Membership:

 membership@u3adunedin.org

Forum: newsletter@u3adunedin.-

WARNING - Punishing, by puny puns 
I didn’t like my beard at first. But 
then it grew on me.

With her marriage she got a new 
name and a dress. 

I did a theatrical performance 
about puns. It was a play on 
words.

They told me I had type-A blood, 
but it was a type-O.

A cartoonist was found dead in 
his home. Details are sketchy.

Jokes about German sausage are 
the wurst.

He used to be a banker, but then 
he lost interest.

I know a guy who’s addicted to 
brake fluid. He says he can stop 
any time.

A dinosaur with an extensive vo-
cabulary is a thesaurus.

.I’m reading a book about anti-
gravity. I just can’t put it down. 

 I tried to catch some fog, but I 
mist.

I dropped out of a communism 
class because of lousy Marx.

Toilets in a police station were 
stolen. The police have nothing  
to go on.

She got a job at a bakery be-
cause she kneaded dough.

A  lot of money is tainted - taint 
yours and taint mine.

Those who jump off a bridge in 
Paris are in Seine .

A man’s home is his castle, in a 
manor of speaking.   

Shotgun wedding - A case of wife 
or death.

A man needs a mistress just to 
break the monogamy.

A hangover is the wrath of 
grapes. 

Dancing cheek-to-cheek is really 
a form of floor play.

Condoms should be used on 
every conceivable occasion.

Reading while sunbathing makes 
you well red. 

When two egotists meet, it’s an I 
for an I. 

A bicycle can’t stand on its own 
because it is two tired. 

What’s the definition of a will? 
(It’s a dead giveaway.) 

Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies 
like a banana

He had a photographic memory 

that was never developed. 

A midget fortune-teller who escapes 
from prison is a small medium at 
large. 

Once you’ve seen one shopping 
centre you’ve seen a mall. 

Bakers trade bread recipes on a 
knead-to-know basis.. 

Acupuncture is a jab well done. 

.

Hear here . . .
There were these two deaf chaps 
in the train, and it stopped at 
Wembley, and one of them looked 
out of the window and said, “This 
is Wembley,” and the other said, “I 
thought it was Thursday,” and the 
first chap said, “Yes, so am I.”

              - joke by P.G. Wodehouse 

Discussion Groups continue to grow 
in our organisation. We now have 
20  operating successfully around 
Dunedin. We could do more if  U3A 
members who have any specialty 
would be willing to take on a group. 
This does not have to be a long-
term commitment. Even a six-week 
course on any issue would be ap-
preciated. The groups are all large-
ly run in people’s homes so there 
is usually no cost to the members 
(unless perhaps for photocopying.)

We are about to start a course how 
to operate an Android phone. This 
is timely because the phone com-
panies have just announced they 
will be discontinuing land lines in 
the very near future. If you are inter-
ested  in any of the existing groups

contact me or the facilitator who 
is listed on the brochure about the 
group on the U3A Dunedin web-
site. Plans have also now been 
finalised so that members of U3A 
Dunedin wishing to join a group 
can now register online by filling 
out the enrolment form online by 
using the “Application to join a 
Discussion group” section of your  
“My U3A” page. Please note how-
ever that only members of U3A 
Dunedin may join a group. 

I am  ready to retire from my role 
as the Discussion group conven-
or. If anyone would care to take 
on this role please let me or Linda 
Kinniburgh know. I will mentor the 
person into the role until they are 
ready to go solo  -  Ngaire Bates   
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Napoleonic  Novels
.Until 1914 the closest thing to a 
“world war” was the convulsion 
of Europe after the French 
Revolution. Napoleon’s wars 
reached every continent because 
the sea-fighting went to Europe’s 
far-flung colonies, not forgetting 
Latin American. Ever since, the 
convulsion has originated fine 
fictions, adventures of body and 
spirit, by sea and by land.

Hornblower
By sea, C. S. Forester’s Horatio 
Hornblower has a twofold 
intensity. His seamanship and 
fighting are always compelling 
to read. Between the crises, 
Hornblower’s difficult personality 
moves centre-stage: he worries 
what damage his tasks and 
choices do, and about how he will 
look to others (no end to that!). 
The answers vary, as we travel 
with him. He is not Mr Nice Guy: 
why would he be?

Aubrey and Maturin
Patrick O’Brian meanders more in 
narrating events within the wars, 
but for gain not loss. By having 
two protagonists not one, he more 
than doubles the engagement 
with individual lives, with hopes 
and fears. This makes for a more 
compelling repercussion of world 
events on individual lives. In the 
20+ tales the voyages take his 
heroes almost everywhere. When 
O’Brian died during the 21st, 
Blue at the Mizzen, Aubrey had 
achieved flag rank and was on 
a mission involving Ascension 
Island— and Napoleon exiled 
there. If the story had been 
finished, we could have compared 
Forester’s version, where Admiral 
Hornblower in the Caribbean 
scotches a French mission to 
rescue Bonaparte. It’s alternative 
history, a “What-If” Napoleon 
had made another come-back. 

Doing and Overdoing
Nothing said so far conveys the 
sheer absorption that both writers 
engender in the reader. How is it 
done? Is it overdone? It’s done by 
the energy and variety of telling 
detail. Who does what when during 
a sea-battle? Both writers know and 
relish the horrifics; it’s like being 
back at the Greenwich Maritime 
Museum diorama. What does a 
sailing ship do at night: sail on or 
anchor? Hornblower reckons this 
in to his unceasing calculations. 
Is it overdone when O’Brian kindly 
explains the origin of the phrase 
“at loggerheads”, or when Forester 
omits to explain the technical terms 
for replacing a mast—the “yard” 
is coaxed “through the orlop” till it 
“rests in its step upon the orlop.” 
Withholding explanation is as tough 
on the landlubber as explaining 
is heavy-handed. It reminds me 
of reading the sailing details in 
the Odyssey. Yes, and that points 
to something Homeric about the 
Napoleonic seafaring in both writers.

Sea and Land
Is this partly the difference of land- 
from sea-warfaring? Land-warriors 
don’t seem to get so technical or 
be so Homeric. They are closer to 
historical event, and a smaller part of 
it. Walter Scott long ago set a trend, 
to imagine the land-adventures 
of lesser persons, closer to given 
events of history. Is a ship a more 

living entity for fiction than a 
regiment or camp? A stronger 
identity and individuality comes 
across, almost as strong as in 
Conrad.

Sharpe and Strange
Anyhow Bernard Cornwell’’s 
Sharpe in his series is known 
more simply as a character than 
those sea-captains— as the 
embittered outsider-hero. Or the 
warfare becomes an episode 
within a more living story, free 
from the tyranny of actual 
outcomes or the smugness 
of Our Side Always winning. 
Susanna Clarke’s magician 
Jonathan Strange goes to 
Spain to use his skills in aid of 
Wellington’s campaigns to bog 
down the French armies, and 
so eventually to pull Napoleon 
back from the other parts of his 
Europe. The magic and exploits 
throw a vivid weird light on 
history, a different What-if.

Fabrizio
So does the hero of the 
Charterhouse of Parma, 
Fabrizio. He arrives to fight 
at Waterloo just as the battle 
finishes: he wanders about the 
battlefield, seeing only its results. 
Not a what-if but a non-event. 
Now Stendhal’s meandering 
novel is one of the greatest in its 
own right before Tolstoy. Indeed 
for War and Peace Tolstoy took 
this motif from Stendhal. Civilian 
Pierre (Pyotr) bumbles onto the 
battlefield carnage of Borodino, 
the apex of the “War” component 
of “War and Peace.” Borodino, 
where Napoleon won the battle 
and lost the war.

Roll Up, Roll On
Roll on, the winter months and 
winter reading!

       - by John Hale
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Admire  as much as you can. Most 
people do not admire enough.                                               

- Vincent van Gogh     

Meet  the  new Secretary for  
the Board of U3A Dunedin

U3A Dunedin Board has 
elected Prof. Richard 

Higham as a member and 
its Secretary replacing 

the late Marion Potter (see 
page 3). Richard kindly 

provided  this brief auto-
biography for Forum  

I was born just before the second 
world war, and lived, and was 
schooled in London. National 
Service was the thing after 
school and I was trained as a 
Grenadier Guardsman and then 
commissioned into the Royal 
Engineers and posted to the last 
post-war occupying force in Libya. 

Next step, to Wadham College 
Oxford to study Literae  
Humaniores (Classical Greek, 
Latin, Philosophy and Ancient 
History) and I played rugby and 
got my Blue as a lock for the 
University team. After University, 
a job in human resources and 
marketing in Imperial Chemical 
Industries, then the largest 
chemical firm in the world. “How 
on earth did you get that job” 

-  “The man next door worked for 
I.C.I. and introduced me to the firm, 
and my name stuck.” 

My marriage with Jane gave us 
three daughters and now ten 
grandchildren.  After nine years 
I resigned to take up a Sloan 
Fellowship degree at London 
Business School (Alfred P Sloan, 
ex general manager of General 
Motors, funded scholarships at 
Harvard, Stanford and London 
Business Schools).

While at Business School 
I completed a master’s in 
entrepreneurship and started 
my own small export company 
trading research chemicals to 
New Zealand, and on a sales visit 
was recruited to the newly formed 
Business Development Centre 
Small  Business Consultancy under 
Professor Phillip Rossell.

 I became his successor as 
director of the Centre Auckland 
University to run their New Venture 
Programmes. I retired in 2000 
and came back to Dunedin but 

Prof. Richard Higham

Centre and we helped to start 
the MBA degree at the Otago 
Graduate School. 

Then in 1986 I was invited 
back to London to lecture in 
entrepreneurship, and then to 
Auckland University to run their 
New Venture Programmes. I 
retired in 2000 and came back 
to Dunedin but was taken back 
into the Commerce Faculty to 
lead the Strategy and Innovation 
teaching on the MBA: which I still 
do. 

Outside the University I belong 
to the Varsity Rugby Club and 
its Foundation, and I am on 
the boards of this University of 
the Third Age, the Friends of 
Dunedin Symphony Orchestra, 
and the University Club.

FOOTNOTE: Some members 
will remember many excellent 
U3A courses presented by 
Richard in past years. His wife, 
the late Jane Higham,, was Chair  
of our U3A from 2015 to 2017, 
when the waiting list to join our 
U3A was abolished,-= Ed, 
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Parking problems at Leith BC
Parking problems near Leith 
Bowling Club, Duke St,  are  
worse than they were last year! 
Car drivers to the “Humour and  
Laughter” course this term are not 
smiling at distant parking.  

Ann Wood sent her suggestion: 
“If attendees have even a mild to 
moderate level of fitness, there 
are very  convenient bus stops in 
George (and Duke) Streets. So 
park elsewhere and hop on the 
bus. The Ridge Runner arrives in 
brilliant time for the 10 am lecture. 
The bus St Clair to Normanby, via 
the hub, runs every 15 minutes.
The buses are accessible, reliable, 
free for our age group, and may 

very well be closer than any 
park, legal or not.”Three courses 
are being held in Duke St and a 
message was sent to members  
attending   warning of their risk of 
parking illegally. 

One person in the “Humour 
and Laughter” course copped 
a $40 ticket, even though the 
“no parking” sign near it  was 
obscured by vegetation  (shown 
in a photograph he took, 
contesting he ticket.) In Series 
1 another member inadvertantly 
parked partially across a Duke St 
driveway –  his car being towed 
away. with a $90 fine.
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your Honour and wish you all the 
best in your continuing research 
interests.

  Barrie M. Peake    

Vice Chairman, U3A Dunedin

-Our members would have been  
delighted and proud to hear that 
Emerita Professor Carolyn Burns 
has been made a Dame Com-
panion of the New Zealand Order 
of Merit . This award was made 
in recognition of her lifetime of 
research and advocacy for the 
health of New Zealand fresh wa-
ter systems and specifically lakes 
such as Wakatipu  and Wanaka. 

Dame Carolyn has been on the 
staff of the Otago University 
Zoology Department where she 
has supervised many research 
students and fellows as well 
as serving a period as Head of 
Department. She has also taken 

Dame Carolyn Burns

on a wide range of other adminis-
trative roles such as being a board 
member of NIWA and Antarctic New 
Zealand, and  numerous interna-
tional committees related to fresh 
water research. 

She was made a Commander of 
the British Empire on Queen’s 
Birthday in 1984 and a Fellow of 
the Royal Society of New Zealand 
in 1993. A member of the Dunedin 
U3A for a number of years, she has 
participated in a variety of courses 
and was the co-developer of the se-
ries of lectures given by  the Otago 
University Sesquicentennial Pro-
fessorships held last year.. Dame 
Carolyn, we all congratulate you on 

Queen’s Birthday Honours 
for a U3A Dunedin member

A group of U3A Dunedin members from last term’s “Inside Allied Press” course 
were photographed at the Channel 39 TV station as they toured many departments 
in the Stuart St Otago Daily Times and Star building. The visit ended experiencing 
the thunder of the giant press in action printing one of the company’s many 
newspapers.



Pablo Picasso’s  portrait, Femme au Béret 
Mauve (1937) sold for US$10.83 millions at 
Bonhams Impressionist and Modern Art sale 

in New York on May 13, 2021

Forum is edited by Geoff Adams
Phone: 467-2278  

Email: hgadams@slingshot.co.nz
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