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AN INTRODUCTION TO ICONS OF EUROPEAN
LITERATURE

The lecture programme:
4 March

Kafka - Dr. Simon Ryan

Franz Kafka (1883-1924) is probably most famous for his novels The Trial and The
Castle. His fame is reflected in the word Kafkaesque and he has had much
influence on later writers.

11 March

Eminescu – Dr. Constantin Grigorut

Mihai Eminescu 1850-1889 is the most important of Romania’s poets and one of
the most profound romantic writers of the Nineteenth Century. His reputation in
Romania is huge ,and he features on banknotes, statues and street names
throughout the country.

18 March

Proust - Emeritus Professor Alan Horsman

The long novel by Marcel Proust (1871-1922)’ A la recherché du temps perdu’, is
well known to English readers through Scott Moncrieff’s translation, while some
English writers, like Ruskin and Georgwe Eliot, were of great importance to him.
Written between 1909 and 1922 (but with earlier work absorbed into it), it vividly
recreates the upper ranks of French society, analyzing with skepticism and
humour a wide range of human possibilities and of attitudes towards them, with
an emphasis upon irrational and subconscious motivation.

25 March

Goethe - Barry Empson

Goethe lived a long time and worked in a vast number of fields. We will sample the
range and variety of his work in poetry, drama, the novel and inobservation of the
natural world, and look at the inspiration it provided for others.

1 April

Dante - Dr. John Hale

Dante’s Divine Comedy is the supreme poem of the Middle Ages, perhaps of any age.
In its own age its choice of the vernacular over Latin was startling. It can be read
and enjoyed for many things: its structure in its 100 cantos, lucidity, philosophy,
number –
symbolism, Dante’s own life and spirituality….These are illustrated.
But close reading, plunging in , is best. We sample its beauty and
variety by
listening to its sound in Italian, then discuss how to enjoy it in English. We will
follow its influence on English poets from the Romantics to TS Eliot.

8 April

Euripides - Dr. Harry Love

A brief background to Greek theatre, tragedy and Euripides, with a focus on the
intellectual and religious context of fifth century Athens. Two plays, Hecuba and
Bacchae, will be discussed in some detail, followed by reflections on Euripides’
place in the modern world.

